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Pipeline to End Iran’s Need

to Import

Gas from Turkmenistan: Official

_oiT |
Iran Petchem Facilities to
be Equipped with Online

Managing director of National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC)
Hamid Reza Araghi said
launching of Damghan-Neka
gas pipeline will end Iran>s
need to import natural gas
from Turkmenistan.Araghi said
Iran, however, will continue
swapping gas with its north-
ern neighbor with the aim of
enhancing its relations with
regional countries.The pipeline
which is about to officially
come on-stream next week
will supply 35 million cubic
meters of natural gas per day to
northern provinces of Iran.»By
launching the project, Iran will
no longer be in need of import-

ing gas from Turkmenistan and
if Ashgabat decides to sever gas
supply to Iran, the latter will be
faced with no trouble to supply
gas to its northern provinces,»

the official added.The NIGC
chief further voiced Iran>s
willingness to interact with its
neighbors and remain engaged

in gas swap with Turkmenistan.

The much-awaited gas pipeline
is going to guarantee the steady
supply of natural gas to the
regions that experienced harsh
winters in the past when neigh-
boring Turkmenistan cut off
gas supplies to Iran.The project
has been given serious attention
over the past six months after
Iranian Minister of Petroleum
Bijan Zangeneh issued an order
to complete the pipeline to

end reliance on Turkmenistan,
which has repeatedly halted gas
supply to Iran in the wintertime.
Damghan-Neka pipeline is ex-
pected overcome the shortage of
gas in the provinces of Semnan,
Golestan, Mazandaran, North

Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi,
and South Khorasan, an energy
official said.Last winter, Turk-
menistan breached a deal with
Iran by cutting gas supplies. On
January 1, Turkmens cut off gas
supplies to Iran, saying Tehran
should clear its outstanding
debts, Tasnimnews reported.lran
has imported natural gas from
Turkmenistan since 1997 for
distribution in the north of the
country, furthest from the gas
resources in the south. Turkmens
occasionally raise their prices in
the wintertime. In a harsh winter
in 2006, Turkmenistan cut off
gas shipments and demanded a
nine-fold price increase.

Countdown Beglns for Launching Key Gas Pipeline

in the provinces of Semnan, Golestan,
Mazandaran, North Khorasan, Khorasan
Razavi, and South Khorasan, an energy
official said.Last winter, Turkmenistan
breached a deal with Iran by cutting gas
supplies. On January 1, Turkmens cut
off gas supplies to Iran, saying Tehran
should clear its outstanding debts,
Tasnimnews reported.lran has imported
natural gas from Turkmenistan since
1997 for distribution in the north of the
country, furthest from the gas resources
in the south.Turkmens occasionally raise
their prices in the wintertime. In a harsh
winter in 2006, Turkmenistan cut off gas
shipments and demanded a nine-fold
price increase.

The countdown has started for official
inauguration of a key pipeline project
that will transfer natural gas to northern

provinces of Iran.

The project, called the Damghan-Neka
Gas Pipeline and expected to come
online next week, is being launched
almost 7 months after Turkmenistan
severed gas supply to Iran during winter
with the aim of charging Iran with more
price for its gas.The much-awaited gas
pipeline is going to guarantee the steady
supply of natural gas to the regions that
experienced harsh winters in the past
when neighboring Turkmenistan cut

off gas supplies to Iran.The project has
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been given serious attention over the
past six months after Iranian Minister
of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh issued an
order to complete the pipeline to end

reliance on Turkmenistan, which has re-
peatedly halted gas supply to Iran in the
wintertime.Damghan-Neka pipeline is
expected overcome the shortage of gas

Monitoring System
An official with the Department of Environ-
ment (DOE) says all the petrochemical facilities
operating in Iran will be equipped with an online
monitoring system for their emissions.
Shina Ansari said the system will monitor emis-
sion of nitrogen dioxide, carbon dioxide and
sulfur from the facilities 24/7, adding 24% of
the country>s major industries including 433 oil,
gas, refining and petrochemicals facilities will be
equipped with the system.She said the system will
be installed at 1,835 prioritized major industrial
units across the country which include petrochem-
ical plants.

KEPCO seeking Intl
Investors, Developers

Khazar Exploration and Production Company
(KEPCO) is in talks with leading energy giants
from across the globe to lure them into invest-
ment and development of oil fields in big depths
of water in Iran’s sector of the Caspian Sea, the
company»>s CEO says.

Mohsen Delaviz said no international firm has
officially signaled readiness to develop projects
in Iran>s sector of the Caspian Sea with KEPCO,
adding, however, the company is acting based
on its predefined duties and is holding talks with
international companies and foreign investment
funds for ensuring financing of projects in Iran.
He said KEPCO has recently formed a specialized
investment committee for pursuing negotiations
with companies in a targeted and effective man-
ner.KEPCO is a subsidiary of National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC) and is concerned with
development of projects in the Caspian Sea.He
said investments in offshore oil and gas fields are
expected to rise by 130% in the next five years
reaching an estimated $260b.
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